
From Village to Suburb: Caversham 1840 to 1911 

SLM~IARY 

'f ht tram/anna/Ion of lltllages mto mburb, 111 the 191h (mlw) WO.\ 'lOt a phenomenon (milled In areas 
bordering IJuhotrial towns; burgeoning countl) tou'lH ,\luh (/\ Banbury also :,pread Ollt ill(o 11l'1ghbounng 
rural (ommumties, (H did Reading. (he (hiff t07l11l 0/ Berlu/iire. Although it It'a~ au Ox/ord..,hirf llillage. 
C(wenham 1lf('-I IIlft1ilably afferted fry' development., m RMdill!{ Borough, on('t a mile aIm) aao,I." lht' TImme,,,. 
C(IlIPnllll""s population lnCTea..w·d !tu·fold in 70 .ltan (ti dlL'ellUlg.~ to hOllJe Hlcomen attracted by new job 
opportumlle\ III Reading ~/}illed out illto the .Hl1TOIWdillg pari . .,he.\. ThiJ artirte looks at the del'elopml'1l1 oj 
Cal'enham (llld the bwlding of streets of InTact's, mburban villas, ~(hool\. churches alld commercial prnfll!;e,\. 
II f.\(WWU'.\ tht /}fOUll of dttlt!lopmmtll)' imlilulio1B and l1uill'uluak llil' architech and .sl)1ts of Plro' bwldinj;. 
aud til, (rfatlOu oj ~oci(JI(., distinct area.~ wltlim tht t'IIwrgmg Hlburb. ClH't'nham\ ,\IU and lis public Iztalth 
problems it,d to It biroming II local sallltary authorit) In ll\ oum ngllt in J 89 J. and III 1894 It bicaml' mz 
IIrban t/l\lnrl. /)l'pt1uinzt on Rfading for emjJlo)'Ile1lt and for (Jmnlitit,~ wch lH water Wid edufOtion, at the 
nlll oj till' 19th unllll) tl bicalflt thp objtrl of thf borough \, 'farth Illmger'. and de~pile dplerml1ifd oppo~lllOn 
from lt~ local politicialn and I1lhabitan!.\. Cm'l'n/lfl1fl um Incorporated mlo till' Borough of Reading in 191 1. 

I n a \\ clter o r ~erllimental cliches, Snare's direcLOn or 1842 described Caversham as 'a SpOl 
that we nc\'er v i ~ ited without pleasure. nor quilt ed witho ut regret'; a scene 'anists lovc to 

paint , and puets to look upon') Sixt) year's later a Reading councillor called the \'illagc a 
dWCal LO thc public health or thc borough. Betwee n these d ates Cayer-sham had grow n from 
a substantial O xfordshire village with a populaLion of 1,6'-12 LO a populous suburb or the 
COUIll Y town of Be rk.shire. \Vhen it was incorpo ra ted into Readin g Borough in 1911 , its 
populatio n was 9,785 housed in 1,997 dwellin gs, mOM built after the earl ) 1860s .2 This 
article will discuss where, how and why its expa nsion happened , its impact on the exisling 
and the growing community, a nd its e lTects o n the landscape. 

Throughout the second hair or the 19th century Cave rsham was the rastest growing 
parish in South Oxrordshire (Fig. I ); onl) Rothe rl;eld Cre);, who,e population d oubled 
between 1841 and 1901 . could cla im a simila r. though less specwcular r ise. Most of 
Rotherfield 's growth was on the western boundary ort lenlc\-o n-Thames. of\\ hich it became 
a suburb, as Ca\'ersham beca me to Reading. Large population increases transforming 
\illages into suburbs we re experienced b) other communities bordering prosperous count) 
[Own.,. Bel" een 1841 a nd 190 I Earle), on Readin g's easte rn boundary, grew even more than 
Ca\Cnham. rrom 471 to 10, 196; Cle\\e r. b) Windsor, rrom 3,9i 5 to 10,298. l\'eithrop and 
Grim sbuq. villages with in Banbury parish but o utside the borough, gre\\ rrom 3,505 to 
13,026 '\-'hile the population within the borough stagnated .' fh e raclOr cOlllmon to a Jl lhcse 
urban communities was a strong and growing eCO Il Ol Il ) '\ hi<. h attracted ne,,'cOJllers lO the 
town and its immediat e himerland . 

1 .SlIme'.s Rt'lulmg DlI"tllOry. 1842 (Readmg Lo(: .. 1 Slmhes Li bl'ln). 
2 Cnllll\ of I~'''gltmd and U-iliPl J 91 J, "01. \ i (II '1 ~() 19 13). 
1 IT H /In!t,. ii , 236-43 Cr: ... ble of POpul<llion); B. t n ncier, nctOntl1l BanbuT) (1982). 195. "table 2 
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Sn.lre\ descriplion referred to Thame!l-!'lide CaH'rsham. the largest and economicalh mo~t 
di\er~e ofsc\"eral cOllllllunities in a pari~h \1 hich stretched for 4 miles north uflhe ri\"cr (Fig. 
2). Can'l..,ham \illage, clustered ncar the bridge. ;,me! Lower Ca\"ersham, conneLl eel 10 the 
larger »(:,Idelllcnt by Gosbrook Lane, I together contained oyer half of the populmion ill 

18-11. Ca\(,~ rsham \illagc already had proto-urban charaCleristics: a rang(' of f()()d and 
(\othing shop"', some professional sen-itt's including a ..,olicitor, and three substantial inns, 
l',·O of the111 on 01' ncar the bridge, ,\lIother public house. the Prince of Wales, was al the 
heart ora small group of COllages at the roacl.iunoion (fIlled Little End,"1 fe\1 hllnd, cd )ards 
norlh of" the main !ltrect. .\bout half thc adult males 111 Ca\ersham \illagc "el(.' engaged 111 

a trade or craft according 10 the 1851 census. 
L{)\\t'l C~l\·ershJ.m, de~pite ha\"ing a rew nafLsmen, it public hOllse and a shop, was a rural 

cOl1lmunit), must of its adull malt::s in IH51 being agricultural labourers. lhcle was a 
\,·olking mill h, the Thames employing it few labourers. '" rhe presence of t\\O raih'~l\ 
workers hardlY ~lrrened its traditional chalatlcl". In lhis it resemhled the other 'Iculemellls 
lhe largest of \\ hich, Emmel Green. housed about 240 people. lien: 100 the majoril\ of 
\\ age-earners \\ ere agricultural lahoulcr..,. but thel c was also a small bricklield which 
elllployed ~lbolH half a dozen men .. \t the southern edge of Emmer Green was Can:' rshall1 
Park. set 111 an elegam landscapt', the imposing home of newcomer \\' illiall1 Crawsha\, 
irolllllaslCl. "hose wealth deri\ed from his b(lories in \\'ales. By contrast William 
Vanderstegen. the owner of Cane Elld, a Georgian homc in the north of the pat-ish. came 
from a long-established local famil}. Cane End alld the two other norther!, hamlets of 
Kidmore End and GallO\vstrec Common were home to aboul 320 people . . , he~ wcre 

I In It)91 Cosbrook. I.alle 110m Prmpeu ~lret.'t lO C;l'OI'gt: '>lIet't wa, renamed Cmbrool.. ~lreet and 
from Ct.'urge Suel·t ea~l\\ards Gosbmol.. Road 

(.t' n'>u'> enumerators' returns: Ca,er~hJm IN51 WR.O , H.O. 107172.1). 
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completely rural communities, most of the inhabitants being agricultural labourers with a 
scattering of associated craftsmen such as wheelwrights and blacksmiths, a few workers in 
\\'ood and the inevitable public house in each hamlel. In addition there were small groups 
of houses do ned along the roads, paths and tracks which criss-crossed the parish. and round 
the greens, Chalkhouse. Farthingworth and lhkers, as well as some substantial farmhouses 
surrounded by fields long since enciosed.1} \Vith the possible exception of Caversham vi llage, 
then, the whole parish in the mid 19th century was predominantly an agr icultural 
com munity. 

This is further emphasised by the evidence of the tithe map (Fig. 3). The allu vial soils ncar 
the river supported meadow a nd arable fields in equal measure with beds of osiers in the 

6 (..avcrsham lithe map and award 18-14 (Berkshilc Record OITice (henceforth B.R.O.] D PI 62'26). 
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e\oW., <tIld on Ihe weUer da\ areas: further l10rlh \\hert' Ihe thalk and gra\t..'ls resulted III 
higher ground. arable predominated with smallcr are<t"l of mead()\\ and pasture. e..,peoalh 
at i:.l11l1ler GUTIl. \\·oodland. much of it beedl. ".l'i a prominent fealUrc of the Iand..,(ilp<'. 
Ihe large..,l. 167 a .. '\~I'" \\'ithe, Coppice on Iht' e'\lrelllC northern bOllndan. Ihe wood.., '\ere 
\~lluahlt.' resuun.cs, lll,lilY kept in hand b~ the lanclm'IH.·("' 

\1 0..,1 of the parish ,\as enclosed before the 191h (entur~: endo..,ure of the relll ... lIllJllg 
open-field arable, meado\\ and pasture. ahtHht all ill the ..,ollth-west of the pari..,h. \\,1'" 
eomplett'd In IH:~'" Some fidd name.., \\cre rCI"lined aner enclosure and lalel 
(ollll1lemor~llt.'d in ..,'reel names: Balmer.." 11{'melt-all. \\'<lI"I(:n and Creal \\'esl Fidel. Iht, 
pron'..,.'" \\a'" completed wilh the enclo..,urt· of the (Oillmon't. Cane End Common <lnd 
Gallow!)tlet.' (:omlTIoJ11ound the IlOnhern halll!t:-t.." and i:.rlllllt'l (;n:ell and Grme (:ommon.., 
and a fl·" others in I H();,). 

III IH·I·i three 111~lj()r landowner.." George I)e\\ "ho...,t: prOpl'IL\ la\ in the celltn' of Lhe 
parish, \\'illialll Ilellr~ \ 'andcrstegen who domillaled the nonh and \\'illiam Craw..,ha\ 
\\ ho"e acres l.n mainh in the park ~ulTol1nding hi.., m.lIhioll. 109-ethel" 0\\ ned nearh a third 
ofthl' parish .. \nother Ic)ur t'~tate" compri..,ed Ilcarh a qUiuler. 13, contrast there were m~111\ 
o,\ntT-o((upier.., of ~I ..,ingle shop. house or cOII~lge ~lIld garden, e..,pecialh in Calh"''''"t'e 
C(Hll1l101l .. Ind C~l\er..,ham ,illage. 

O\('J the n(:':\ .. ( GO \e~II"'. and e"'pecialh alter tht· I~(j()..." llil' communities in the north 01 
the parish had n:n dillerelll experience . .., frol11 those of the "ioIiLh. In IH6j the enclo"iure of 
Lhe large commOlh. Cane End (67 a.) and Gallm\..,trcc (Hi <t.), i1l1o\\ed WilliJItl IIe'H~ 

\andcl"o(egen to (on"loliciate his estate aero..,.., a ..,\\(lthe of 110nhern Lnersham. while the 
cOllagel"'" allo("<llIon of a le\\ perches of galdt'n hi1rdl~ {"()lllpell't<tted for their lost rights of 
coml11on. Other"i..,e. e\ocep' for the building ofa parish (hurl'll <lnd school ~It KidlllOIt' End 
in ItG·1 10 ...,ene the ne\d~-<.:rcated pari.,h of St. John Ihe Bapli..,1. the hamlet, nOllh of 
F.J1lJ11el' Green, where the population "c,l1u:h in(Tea"l'<! al all and "ith balch 100 hou..,c" ill 
1901. had hardl) challged 1)\ the end of the c.t'lllury.i'I 

IIOl SE BL IU) ING IN THA~IES-SI DE C\\,ERSH.\~I .\VI tR 1851 

B~ cont rast, ch~lllge was eon"tant in I'hanH.'s-",ide Can .. 'r..,ham. The population here doubled 
in the 20 year.., afler 1 Hfi I and doubled again b~ 190 I. Hou..,es . ..,choois. churehe.., and othel 
public. building.., to accomlllodate and ';en-iu" the e'\panding population C()lllpleLel~ changt'd 
the landsGlpe \\ilhin a mile or so of Lhe river: ill I H6 I thele \\ere ~\62 houses in (:a\er'iham. 
ri..,ing to 709 in 1 HH I. B~ the end of the (Clllur\ in the trunollcd pari.,h of 51. Petcr alone -
lOgcthel \\jlh ~l. John's. Lower Ca\ePih<:11Il and Sl. Barnabas, Emmer Green. lhe pari'the..., 
recent" Gtn-eel out of it - there" ere 1.166 hou'tcs. In 191 I III (:<1\'er~ham L rban Oi..,tlitt 
(approximate'" the ..,ame area) tht: building booll1 had n:sulted in a tOlal of 1,997 d,\elJing 
hOll"CS, a blo(k ofnals. 103 shops and 12 inns or publir hOl"'(·...,." 

110ll\1' IJlII/dmg /njore tht' J 8(j(J\ 

Chaning the prores.., of Ihis housing dl'\e1oprlH.'nL III ClIH'r...,ham i!'l not eas~ since deed.., ale 
not a\·ailable and fe\\ sale cata logues haH' ..,unin~d. I'he tithe map and "'Ilcce~sj,e edition.., 

., Ibid 
i'I St. John (II(' Hapti\l, ",dillOn.' End (omt"ll'd 01 Ihe.· 11111,111 .. '111 IMIt of ", !'teter .... pad"h. LIH:r"h,HlJ. 

IOgt:tlu,;'1 \Iith IMI t" of tH' ,lIld DlIlhdeJl <lnd ,,)hipl.tI,t.' p.lI i"h(:"" 
'I (.1'111//\ II/ 1-.11.£:111",1 (wd lIaln IBM (I~62); 1881 (IHtU); 190/ (l9In): IYI/ (1913). I h(' figllrn 101 P·.:(il 

<llld I HH I an.' (1)1 ,he.' \1 hol<: of Ihe I.'Hle~i.I'lic..al pali~h of St Petel. 
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of Ordnance Suncy maps indicate thal plots of difTering siLes were buill O\'cr in stages, 
though they prO\ide only a very approximate dating of the process. In the inten'al belween 
the making of the tithe map in 1844 and the OS con lOured edilion published 20 )ears laler, 
a few suburban \illas sprang up. mostly on the higher ground. 1n Balmore House, said in 
1 H6 1 to hene been ' lately erected b) the proprietor', was a substantial property sel in 25 a. 
of arable, pa~ture and ornamenta l grounds. 11 Ilillside, Camden Villa and Arclmillan , \illas 
on the Il en le) Road. were more modest. f\\"o of the three ma\ ha\'e been designed in J 853 
by J ohn Billing, then Sune\or of the Borough of Reading and a notable architecLI:.! 
Ca\'er ... ham I.odge on Gosbrook LlI1l' was prohahl) in exi~tenle in 1851; the census of 1851 
r('(ord~ a hou~c ca lled The Lodge neal to Lower Caver sham occupied b\ Thoma_s Gill. a 
captain in the Royal :\£1\'). Amersham 11 £1 11 was built as a pri\'ate school in 1860 to house an 
cswblishmenl brought from ,\mcrsham . BUlk .... I:1 

CtIl'l'nIWIII Pfarf Park and the Co\brook Sln'pl (11'('(1 r. 1861-97 

Developmcnt certai nly speeded lip soon allt'l Al11er~ham Ii all 'fas completed: the hOllsing 
SlOe!... of the parish almost doubled in the 20 \ Cdr ... between 1861 and the publicalion of the 
hI edition OS 23-inch map (sunc\ed ill IHi7 ). Two areas were den'loped durillg thi", 

,. 

:"'r 
". '.-, ...... 

"~Iocr /'(II'/;' 

, 

Fig.!. Ca\l."I~h<lm Place P'llk (OS lIlap 2:1-illl h 1st ('dll. U~81). 

10 O~ Ii-inch hdchured edillon IR6-1-;) (Il,R.o.. D Ex :1!!6,':n. 
II BaimOi t' Ilou,t' blale sale <.:dlillogue I Xfl I (Reading 1.<Kal Sludies Libran). There are IlO I'elelt'lice 

lIumlx'ls 101 sale cal<llogut's in Ihis libran. 
I:.! S.M. Cold .. ~ Bwgraphical Dictionllry of _-11f/1l1"1~ (1/ Hl'odlll,l!. (p,-i\dleh publtshed 1999), 11. 
1:1 Ihid. , I 'ol'lh. '1"'0 fine schools', Ht'ad"'K Chromril', 22 .JUIlt' 197~. 
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pcriod, diamctrically difTercm both in house types and dcn~il~ a nd imendcd for oCCtlpaJlb 

coming rrom (Olllrasting social classcs. Onc \ .... 1\ a !tma ll . \cry select and spacious middle-class 
residemial area, Cavcrsham Place Park . An e ... tale of only I W() roads with plots of at lea.,1 half 
an acre \\"as laid oul on part of Balmer'!>, Field imlllediatcl) north of Amcrsham 11£111 , OIlC of 
\\ hich was later 10 be called Derby Road (Fig. I): Reading architecls J, Ome r Cooper and 
Son d c ... igned lh1(~e pairs of suburban \·illas hClc in 1876.1-1 Significanlh, this \\'as on high 

II Gold. op. (II. 1101(' 12. p. 46. 
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ground removed from the bustle of the 11l.1I1l ..,Ireel and the Iwer30ide; it would attract Iho30<..' 
looking f()t· and able LO afford plwan, a .,paciou"i environment and a pleasant outlook. 

I hl' othCl, \\ hich undoubtedl} (lC(()LlI1tccl ror the majOl'it~ of nc\\ housing berore 1881, 
\\,a.., a den ... e dc\e1opmcnt ofalmosl -40 propertics LO the ane: Shon, North and South Street30 
WCr(' laid out in Ihe triangle bounded b, Pro"'peci Sln.:ct on Ihe wcsr, Gosbrook l.ane (latcI 
Coshrook ~1It'et) on the ..,outh and 011 the ('<1..,t a IH.:'W road, apll, Gilled New Road (renamed 
\\'esl licld Road ill IH91). The land was panl} <)\\ned b) Blackall Simonds of the Reading 
blewlng- and banking firm \\ho lived at lilt' Re(l(Ir'~, (:(\versham, but e\-idcnce as to Ihe 
i<ientit\ 0(' the dt'\dopCl is not available (hK. 5). Cen..,u.., returns indicate that as earl~ a ... 
I Hil the 11001h sidl' of Gosbrook Street \\as Imill lip from the C:Jirum :\nns eastwards. the 2~{ 
COllages 0(' Clifton lerrace ending at Eastern \ 'i ll"IY' On the sOllth side was a nonconforlllist 
chapel which opened in 1866011 land donated h\ J\.1t . Ridlard ralbot; it became the Briti..,h 
Sdwol \\hcll the grander Ca\erlohalll Free Churtil ~lt the.:.' jUllniull 01 ProsperI Streel and 
(;m.brook Street replaced it in 1877 (Fi/-{. fl). In Iti7l there was a ..,hon terrace in South Sln.'<.'L 

but the OIhel "leeLS within the triangle were ('mpt\ and c\en by 1877 in Short Street and 
\jorth Street on'" a fe\\ terra<:es had heen buill, Ic_ ...... than 30 houses in total. In PIOSpe.:.'« 
Street tlie gap bethccn the fe\\ propeltie ... buill befolc 18+-1 althe botlom and those at Liltle 
End .ill the.:.' LOp \\a ... partiall\ filled b\ t\\O tenace". olle of COllages and the other of hOll\l· ... 
produtillK 1)\ 18'i'i a mi'\turc of shop.., and PIW<1ll' dweilll1gs. Ilowe,\Cl lhe triangle filkd 

hI-( O. LIH:r,ham Fret' (:hlll(h. dl· ... ign l'd 1}\\lIn:d \Yillcrhou<.;e (itj7i). 

1 Cemll'" t'IlU11lel,\tor, relul-n.~: LtHT"hOllll I~il (pR.{)" R(. 10 112il. 
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Fig. i lenace hnll~<; in Shon SIJt'el. 

rapidl); b) IR81 the census indicates LiMt there were more than 30 hOllses in SOlllh In:cI 
alone plus a Co"operati\'e SlOre, while r\OJ th and ShO! t Strccb wcre near!) complete (Fig. 
7). I he weSL ,.,ide 01 Westfield Road was (olllpletely dc\'eloped as a long Lerrace c1imbillg lip 
the hill, ending at a distincti\e group of small \'illa\ atlhc lOp. Ii. By 1897 at the latest not onl) 
' .... as Ihe whole area solidi) buill LIp, but as an OS map of this date shows, housing had spread 
to the opposite side of Westfield Road. The choke of Ihis area for earl) de\'elopmclll is 
signil'icalll; il ga\e workers and their htmilies cas) access to the shops on the main street and 
to the bridge leading 10 Reading's raih\~I\s and growing industries. ~tosl of it was on rising 
ground, clear of the threat of floods whidl o(casionall) aflected areas closer to the ri\cr. 

lIou_\wg dn'elopml'111 In Lown C(u1enliam 111 lhl' 1880, ami 1890, 

.\Jthough illa\ on Ihis lo".'cr ground, b\ the laiC 18805 hou"ing de\elopmel1l had begun to 
fill the green gap bet\\een Ca\ersham \'illage and Lower Ca\ersham and to spread from 
GOSblook Road towards the Thames; from here it \\<-1.., po~~ible to walk lO wOI-k in Rei:lding. 
rhere W<1.., alreach a ~11lallterrace in ~lill Lane (~Iill Road in 1891) b\ 1877 and another of 
12 cOllages on the easl side of \\ hal would be(ome Pig-gou.., Road. B) lhe 1890s more hou~es 
had been consLructed in ~Iill Road and nl'\\ )treelS, Champion\ Road and ColdicuLt Strect, 
had bee II laid OUl and partiall) buill up (Fig. 8). In 1889 lhe ubiquitous \Villiam Wing eire" 
up plans 1014 cottages in Coidiclill Street forJ. Bennett,1i perhaps Joseph Bennett, a grocer 
in Gosbrook Road. Seve Illy terraced houses were strung along the sOUlh side of Gosbrook 
Road, including:l shops - a grocer's, a baker's and (I bUlC.: her's. The lWO longesl ne\\ roach 

It> Ct.·mll ... enumeralOrs' rClIIrns: Ca\ershdJ1l 1 H81 (11R.O .. KG II IIH9). 
I, Gold. np. lll. note 12. p. 21j. 
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in this area, Queen's Road and King's Road were almost complete b\ 1891, Queen's \\ ith 56 
hou~es occupied, 5 unoccupied and 6 unclel ('ulI~lIullion and King's with 34 occupied and 
13 awaiting tenants. The 1891 census showed .. I total of 1.348 people occupying 309 hou~es 
in Lo\\er Cayersham south of Cos brook Road Y' 

Plans fc)r building in this area submitted LO the Ca\crsham Local Board of Health III 

1891-2 give the impression of small-scale dc\e1opments. ~() proposal \ .. -as for more than a 
fe\, building!>: 7 houses and 2 cottages, both in (;(J!>br~ok Road, 2 COllages in King's and 
Queen's Roads, one house in Queen's Road . 1 he accollnt book of William \\' ing shO\\S Lhat 
in 1888 he was responsible for the design of SC\ eral propcrties in Queen's Road: a house for 
a Mr. G. Allaway, 2 couages for W.J. Lo\'egrove (i.1 painter and paperhanger of \\'eldale 
SU'CCL. Reading), 3 COllages for ~rr, S. Glanfield and all undefincd number of cOltages for a 
Mr. Chapman. I" 

Howe IllIildmg In Ihe Hemtiean Road area in the 1880s 

The expansion of Ca\-ersham "illage into the fields LO the north, alVa} from the riYer, came 
later than the de\elopment or the Prospect Street 'triangle'. The area between Prospen 
Street \\ cst LOwards Ilemdean Road, still open fields in t 877. had produced the terraces of 
COllages and a lew villa, of Chester Street and Oxford Street b) 1897 (Fig. 9). Bet"een 1883 
and I B87 William \\,ing was given three cornmissions for ~e\'eral COllages in CheSler Street 
and 6 in Oxrord Street by ~Ir, Oa\'id D. Bulpill. Mr. Butpiu, \\ ho described himself as a 
carpenter in the 1891 census relllrns, was recorded in Kelty's 1903 Directory oj O>.ford4llre as 
'bui lder & sanil.<.tq inspccLOr to Ca,ersham L.D.C., [on I, Chester Street': he still 0\\ ned 6 
houses in Oxford treet in 19lf.:?tI Terraces 01 small yillas and COllages straggled in a 
discontinuous ribbon development along two roads (0\ ering the edges of the open field of 

FiK.9. Ihe development of CheSler .1Ild Oxford Slreel .. tn 1897 (OS map 25-inch 2nd edn. 1897). 

Iii Ccnsm enumel'awrs' returns : Ca\ershi-ull 1891 WR_O .. RC 121158). 
1'1 Gold. op. ClL nOie 12. p. 215, 
:?IJ IIl1d.; Can"rsham L D.C. Rate Book 1911 (B.R.O_. L)) C\ FRI20). 



~Il'\ I () \" \ J) I I. ... 

) 

GA VE1fA)'.cI:::t.~.1U 
rf--.. 

hg.IO. Ikll1r\{."an 11111 ,\ll1l Pill'" H ill in IWli (OS 111ap 2,1-inlh ~nd edn. IH!li). 

Ikmdean In the time of the 1891 (t'lbUS. I llest' wen: Ilt:mdean Road, former!\ It emdean 
01 Bottom Lane, and Priest Hill.lolIlH.'lh called Priest I.ant'. \\illiam \\"ing \\<t . ., at \\01 '" ht'H' 
too c1e ... lgning -l houses tor ('oR. Bl()\\ n, a builder oj Hemdean Road in 188H. De\e1opllll'111 
of thl., area cOlllinued in the 1890s \\ ith \ \·in!-{ a., Ihe most prolific archiled, cspe<."ialh of\ ilia .. 
liu 0\\ l1(.'r-o('('lIpatiOIl. Other road .. beg-<lI1 to ellno'l(1I on the field ibelf; the Readlll!-{ 
i.IHhile(t panncr ... llIp of Br()\\ nand \JlllIn de .. igllt·d a hOlI .. e on HCll1dcan J till for the ,uti .. t. 
(:harlc .. JI<t\'(~II. in IXR4 (Fig. 10). II (mt'\n the gIOUJl((.., ()f HalIllOl-e 11<111 and Ilellldean 
I LO\l...,(' "er<.· still gl cen art'~IS along Ilt:llIdeCln Road III I ~ll:~ and the <.:cmeten thCl(.'. laid out 
f{)J Ihe BUlial Board of the Ca\ershalll Board of lIealth in 1884-5, ine\itabh b, \\'illiam 
Wing, prm ided another public open .. p~U"t'.:." 

.!l {;l)lcI. op. (it notlo I~. pp.:q ~II-I;,: O~ map ] (}no. (;01<1 gin', thl' 1101111<: of Iht, dienl ,1' 

\11,.1 HI()\\ II hut the: Stn('lh Dil('UOI \ of I t-ISH lolli, hlll1 (;loO. R, 810\\ II of 11111.,i(k. Ht'llIdeiln Road. 
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(.(/1't'nhmll Plan' Park 1879-98 

(.(In'r,ham Plate Park (olllinlied 10 gH)\\. though the il\'allablt:- ~p<t(e could anollllllo<l.ltt' 
ollh a few \llIa~ and gardcn~ of the ~i/e deellled ,t1ili.lble for I hi., .,upcrior de\cloplllcni . In 
IX79 Buriord I I Oll ... e in Derby Road \\a ... dc,iglled fc)!" Rc\d . 1.(,. Page b\ Cooper ~on and 
\Iill .ll. I ht.' IHXI <.en ... u.., record ... hilll a ... Iht, Bapu'\t rnini,{<.'r of lhe l1e\\ dwnh on 
Pro'pc(I Go,broo\.. StreeLs. In Itl9 1 a ~Ir. Goodenough and a \lr. \\'.G. ~lillar (undoublc:dh 
th<.' anhilC;"n and fo-founder of the People .... 11I\c:.,llllcnt COIllIMIl\") ... ubmiued plan ... tOI a 
hou'\t.' eafh 011 tht· e,tate, and a ~h. Luke fur two hou..,e~: ~" . F. Goodenough b recorded .. , 
li\illg 111 Strathmorc and ~lr. \\'illiam \tillar.1l Galt, bOlh in Dl'rb~ Road, and ~lr .. \lex.tndcl 
Luke at UlIlw()od in Gros\'fmor Road in a dire«on of I H91.!1 Ihe la')t plOl on tilt' ,outh ..,ide 
(If Ikrb\ Road "as filled in 189tl b~ a pair of\t'mi-dt,tathed \ ilia..,. dated in dccorali\t' brkk. 
in lht' gable. bill their de\-e1oper~ ha\t~ not been traced. It has been a"slImed 1ha[ 111O,t plan \ 
1()1 building e1"e\\hcre in Ca\'crshall1 "ere ,uhnliLlt'd a.., hll'linc"s \-cntllrc:'! b\ builder, or b! 
the o\\llcr .... of the land. In Ca\ersh.<lm PJ.Itt' Park it \eel11\ that in a !)ignifiGlllt nlllllbn of 
Gl't.'~ the 1I0\l\e \\a.., for pri\'ate occupation. 

flit' drllf'lo/JIIIl'JI/ oj Ihl' Brul1l(\ Farm E\lalr IN90-1911 

I n the 1 .. ,,1 IWO decade~ of the ("elllun mOlt' \t'cul"e d<lllng of ,Ollle of the expansion and 'lome 
tlue~;." to lhe proce'is can be gleaned frolll sourCe" not ~l\llilable fOl the earlier period : salt· 
catalogue" f()I" a fcw propellies and 1 he minuting or hou:'!t., plan" suhllliued to Ca,cr,ham 
L.oe-al Board of Ilcalth (formed in 1891 ) and the lain lrb~lIl Oi'ilricr Countil (formed in 
I ~m I). ()c,clopments on opposite '1ide.., of Slar Road illu ... lI att.' Ihi\ point. The east ,idt: of SIal 
Road in 1.0\\"(.'1 ( ;;:I\'(;'r"hal11 wa.., unden ' lopt'd in 18--1 -1: in I HH I thi.., \\"a\ oHlIpied b~ fOUl pair, 
of ..,ellli-del.<l<.hed homes but then.' i!) no a\ailable c\idenfc as to dale or dc\'eloper. :!:1 B~ 
fOlltra"t 011 the OppO!)ile !)ide of the road \\(1\ Bnalll\ [\ir] Farm , in IS-II the homestead of 
'-' ;)O-a. fallll 0\\ ned and run b} William Hnant (Fig. 11). Ihe farmhouse and buildings ~till 
appeal' 011 the IHHI OS map though the fdllnholl~e W,P, occupied by a farrier. In IH90 '<tn 
e1igihle freehold building estate knO\\ n as Briallt'!) Farm ' of aboul -18 a. wa~ suld bv the 
execulor... of the late George Rus ... ell BULIt~ 1 as ' ripe fCII de\·eJ0p1llenL '. " 'hich had ah'ead, 
hq{un . A field f<tlled the Ilop Ground had Ix'en sold alld ~lo11lagu Street laid out un iL. St. 
john"" Chu1'ch and Sthool were buill hy 1 X8H ~IS was an adjoining terrace Oil Goshl'ook 
Road .21 I'ht., 1891 (en,us "hO\\·s the fdrillhouse ouupicd by a farm labourer, Charles KlIlg, 
and hi ... Llmil~ and the farm buildings ..,till appear on the 1897 OS map but as a smitln. 

·1 he estate was pun.hased by lhe People .... In\CSl lllcnt Company which had been founded 
in I XXH b, a group of Reading alThitcos and hu~ille..,.., men '10 au as property de\'elopt'l' .... 
deal in land ~lIld building'), [and] gram 1l1ongagt.'s·:!·' hut the Compan\ did not earn out all 
lhe development. Instead. as was Lhe case in othel parbhe'j in and on lhe border, oj 
expanding (oullln lO\\nS,.'1I mOM of the hOll\e:'! \\ere built in ..,mall units by different 
IIldi,iduab, Building began on the Briallt', Farlll E..,tate "loon aftcr januan 1891 when 

~2 (~( )ld, o p. nl 1I0le: 12, p . --16; LI\('r~ham Lo(al Hoa rd 0 1 11l'<llth minute ... 189 1- t. '27 .Ian . 1 ~9 1 

(I\.R_o., l n C\ (..\ I I ); <'[e\t'n~. Dnrtlfll) oj Rnu/lnK ( I ~9 1 ). 
:!:l ("IH'r .. hatllIUhl' milp ; ()~ map '2,j-lml\ l\l e<ill . I ~~ I (Rt'OItiinK L.otal Studie!i Libr'III ). 
:.!I 1\1 -1<l llt\ ",II In ~alt· tdl.llogu{' (Readi llg 1.(Kal Slll(lit·, l.ibliln ); Gold. op. (il. note 1'2 . PI). 196·7 
1", I hl' k'adlll~ dilellO!' "('Ie the al'(hilc<'" William (;;\11 \lill,l) and Jmcph ~Ioni!i. It \I.h "uune! Ill' III 

I~) I I ,lIld 11\ pi Opt.'II\ .. old in the 1920~. See 11 _ (;ocl\\ tlI\lIIold ,1 11<1 S, \1 Cold , ' \I()lTi~ of Rl'<ld ing: , I 1.lIlIiJ\ 
of , lIlhih,,(I~'. /illl/l, II/ 11Iorn! ,\I(IfIlIl1lmil .\0('. :U ( 1 ~lI'm), qO; .... tll· til",logm' o f Compam plOpel1\ / 19'20-9 
(ReaciiTlK I.IK.ll SWdie!i I.ih,· .... ,). 

110 See S 1 B1.I\...e:,' , he PhySical Expamion of till' Horoll gh 01 Rl'tldin~{ (R{>.ld ing Cni\. lInpuhl. I'h _ll 
Jll t',i" 1 n71)} 101 lhe (·'pt.'fI('lIte (If Reading. ami B. II ill<ll'l. 11/ Inn/III !l(III/IIi" , 99-102 for B;}lIhul\ 
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\Ie"r~. Butfht'r and Prout submitted pl<lIl~ fOI hou,e'\ 10 the Ca\ersham Local Board oj 
Ileallh . In the lollO\\lng Ic\\ \car!) \ariou, de\e!opcr.., requesled pelmission LU build: a .\Ir. 
II. PrilCheu 22 (ouages in januan 1892 and in ~cptell1bCI 189-1 a \lr. Stockwell 2 (Ollages 
in ~l. john"" Road .. \ '\Ir. L. Bushc, and ~Il. Brewcrton submillcd plan.., f()r hou ... es in South 
\ 'iew .\\enue III I HY"' . .!' .\ \11' . .\1.(;. Swd.\\cll ,,1..,0 buill 2 hou ... e') in ~Iolllagu Strectlll IH95-
6. designccll)\ \\'illiam Wing. h is not clear \\ho tllest.' c1c\c1opers were or ,d1i:lt relauon.,hip 
Ihe, had "ilh lhe People ..... Ill\cstmcJ1{ Compan~. though (hcre was a George StfKk\\ell. 
:-,ignificalllh i.I builder. Ii\ing in Gosbrool.. Road in 190:~ and mnling -1 hOllses there in 191 1 JM 
I he Comp.lIl\ itself did dc\elop somc of Ihe estate; il put rorwarcl proposals to the Local 
Bmu'd of lIealth fOI a nc\\ road, Ardiel Road. in ~larch I HU I. One of its directors, \\,illi<tm 
Galt ~lillal. designed J j house.." in South \ ·ic\\ . \\-ClllIC and 19 in Gosbrook Road betwcclI 
1900 and J 903 and another an.hilt:o and fuunder-dil eOor, Jo!',eph M()rri~. dc~igned 
(;o.."blook Road Methodist schoolroom ( I 89 J). a lcrrace of' H houses in Star Road ( 1897) <lnd 
Anllcr Road \\'esJe~an Chapel ( 1898}.t(1 When C<I\er:>ham wa!'! absorbed into Reading. 
hOllses and COllage!'! in terraces of \ar~ ing length ..... md IlItne prestigiolls \ illas \\cre aligned 
along the !',trccls. and a laundn occupied the furmer HOllle Clo ... c. Though Ihe C()mpan~ 
..,till had some unde\eIopcd lanel. nOlabh ill ,\rdler R(Mci. it also 0\\ ned 28 hou!'!es in I~riant's 
.\\-cnllC, Pretoria ICnace in Gosbrook Road and \illas in Soudnic\\ :henuc a!'! \,tll as 
properties in (.rosH'nm Road and Donkin Ifill, oUhidc the Briant's Farm Estate. II 

IIIf dnOr/II/IllIfIl! oj IIIf II"!/,,Id EI!a'" 11195-1911 

Ihe clc\{:loplllent or the area to the east of \\'estfield Road wa!'! diflerent from Ihal of 
previous de,clopments in Ca\ersham in that il had one dc\clopcl and one patron (Fig. 12). 
Plan<., \\ CIt' PUI to the firs[ meeling 01 C,wCI"ihalll l' rban Di'\tliu Council in januan I H9j b, 

0 

• 
0 -
E 

0 

• 
0 
E 

J 

J 

W 

\ 
..dllotmmt Garr. 

7 • . ,,, 

,!, (.aH'r\ham I.o(al Board or llealth ll1illll(C~ 11'l!11-I.J.IIl. IX92 CH.R.n. LOC\ Co\l 1 tllld I 
">c..'p1. I tl9 1 (B. R.O .. L U C \ C. \J. 2): S. Gold. Clp. <.It. nOll;' 12. p. 21 j. 

2~ AI'Il.\\ f)/rftlfltJ oj O\jmd .. hire ( 1 9()~\), 61'1: C..\t'I.,ll<IlII Ral(' Book PHI 
_", LI\t.'I:.ham Loc..al Board of liealth miuutt:, Hml--I; Gold, 01',01. nOle 12. pp. 112-1:} and 121·2. 
\U (:awf)h,un Rale l\ookl911: O~ 1ll.lp 2:;-lIlrh :lrd edn. 1~ll-l (Rt:,uhng I.oeal Studies l.ibran'). 
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Messrs. Ilasiam and Son to build 112 houses on the 'Wesdield Building ESlate' for Mr. E. 
\'\'est, presulliably Mr. Ebenezer ""est, the former head of Amersham IlaJl School. The firm , 
headed in the 1890s by Dryland Ilasiam senior and junior, had enjoyed a long association 
with Ca\'ersham and with Mr. \Vest for whom James Ilaslam, father of DI'yland senior, had 
designed Amersham Iiall. In 191 I C,·omwell Road and Harnpden Road which made up this 
estate had 80 and 32 houses respecti\'e!y; the Ilasiam family owned all but 28 of these. James 
11 iggs owned 26 and Revd. \'\'.11. Clea\cr of Derb) Road the remaining 2.~1 The choice of 
street names may be significant in thaL Ebenezer \\fest was a firm nonconformist. 

Noticeably free (i"om any development was C.wersham Park, its lawns and gardens secure 
\\'illl in its lodges. The well-IO\'cd M,"s. Isabella Crawshar died in 1885; her obitual') in the 
Reading Mercury prai~ed her 'unselfishness, her unbounded liberalit) ... and her kindness of 
heart; to every good work in the neighbourhood her purse \\·as alwa)s open'. The estale and 
Olher properly passed to her grandson. \\' illiam Thomas Crawshay. lI e and his wife were in 
their earl) forties in 1891 and remained childless; after his death in 1918 the estate was 
sold.:'~ 

POPL' L\l JON GRO\\TII 11\ 19'IIl -CEI\ rLRY CA\,ERSIIA~I 

11I-lIlIgmllOn: Ihe effeci of Readlllg 

The rapid physical expansion of Victorian Ca\'ersham \\"a~ needed LO hOllse the growing 
population , itself the result of in-migration. Analysis of the 1881 census rei urns shows that 
831Jc- of 164 heads of household in the new ly developed areas of Ca\'ersham village were not 
born in Ihe parish. -1 hough birthplace is a ll imperfect gu ide to migration patLerns, the sheer 
scale of non-native Caversham inhabitanls in 188 1 i:-. surd) telling. Aboul 307<: of the 
incomcrs \\ ere born in Reading or \vilhin a radius of about 5 miles, bUlmore than -tOO/C callle 
from much fun her awa} includ ing (he West Cou ntry. the Midlands and London. Caversham 
attracted migrants main I) because of its proximity to Reading, whose transition from a 
market and route town to a significant industrial and transporl centre was accompanied b) 
a four-fold growth ill ils population, from 9.421 in 1801 to 42,056 in 1881 and another rise 
to 72,217 b) 190 1.n Il ousing for this huge influx had already reached the borough 
boundary by the 1860s after which bui ldin g began on and o\'er the borders of neighbouring 
parishes. Most notable was Newtown in Reading and Earle) , a purpose-built working-class 
estale on the borough 's eastern boundary.:q By the 1870s suburban villas were being built a 
li ttle further oul illlo Earle) parish and housing was spreading along the roads into 
Tilehurst to the \\est. Wilil no ph)sical obstacles to prevent it, Reading's expansion south of 
the Thames accelerated in all directions; Caversham's growth, though across a major river 
and in a different COUIll), was simpl) pan of the same process. 

Reading was at most a mile away across ewers ham Bridge and barel) half a mile acruss 
the Clappers. a footbridge at Lower Caversham. T,,"o major employers, the railway and 
Huntley and Palmers' biscuit factory, lay on the northern edge of the tOWIl, making acces~ 
from Carersham almost as easy as that from Reading itself. Though wages were nOl high, 

~l Ll\ersham L ,D.C ll1illtlle~. I Jan. 1895 (B.R.O .. L Dle\ C.\J.l2); Gold. op. cit. note 12. pp. 82-3; 
Caversham Rate Hook 191 I. 

-~:! The et;tale w<\\ ~old in 192(). The hou\e was occupied in 1922 b) the Orator) SdlOOI ;-lIld in 19-11 
hecame lht.' SBG \Ioniwring Celllre. Milch of the estate was built lip as Ca\el~halll Park Village in the mid 
1 960<j. housing ahoul 5.000 people' III 1.500 d\\dlmg't. C;.l\ersham I~rk \ 'i llage became pan 01 Reading 
Borough in 1977. 

33 In 1901 Reading included part of [ai'll") and -1 ilehurst. incorporat('d ill10 lhe borough in 1887 . 
31 Blake, op, lit note 26. 
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there were good opportunities for employmcnL. cspcciallr for farm labourers during the 
agl icultural depression of the latcr 19th ccmury, and for women. and for all type~ of 
building craftsmen. Auctioneers of building land in Ca\'ersham emphasised the auraction of 
its ri\'erside areas for pOlcntial Reading workers: 'the situation of the estate [Briam's Farm] 
renders it eligible for de\'e!opmem, being about :'Ij~ -mile walk from the centre of the 
importalll and rapidl) growing LOwn of Reading. It b about a quarter of an hour's walk from 
Messrs. lIuntlc), and Palmers' [biscuit] factoq. the Reading Iron \\'orks. the Raih\'a) Stations 
etc' .:~.i 

This ad\·erliscment neatly encapsulates the main emplo) ers ofCa\'ersham 'comIllLHers' in 
the late Victorian period: the 1891 census records at Icast 83 at the biscuit factory (including 
the manager, \'Iho li\'ed in the select area orst. Peter's Hill), 70 on the railways and 22 at the 
iron and tin-plate works.~~; In addition there were Caversham men at Relldillg Ga.')\\orb and 
\\'atenvorks and the caretaker of the new Reading MusclIlll li\'ed in the \'illage. :\ sun'e) 
carried out in 1908 b) the borough as part of ils campaign to absorb Ca\ er~ham re\'ealed 
that of 2,063 householders interviewed, nearly half were employed or had business in 
Reading.:n 

Moreoyer. though over-rapid and unconlrolled de\elopment produced public health 
problems for the more congested streets in its low-I) ing areas, Cavcrsham pro\ided a more 
pleasant en\,il'onment than the eyen more o\'ercrowded borough across the ri\'er, especiall) 
for the professional and independent middle classes. ,\11 contemporaries emphasised its 
elevated position, its southerly aspect and its attracti\'e landscape making it a health) and 
agreeable place to live, besides being within easy access of urban facilities and with good rail 
connections to London and the rest of the country. (It is perhaps significant lhat expensive 
properties. such as the Balmore I louse Estate in 1865. were auctioned in the capital.) The 
Q\\'ners of Reading's biggest brewery. Simonds, had already moved to Ca\'ersham as early as 
1844, alld Huntley (of the biscuit-making partnership) by 1851; they wercjoined later by the 
Haslam family and b) a surgeon, George i\Ja), later to be the first Chairman of the Urban 
District Council. Otber Reading businessmen mo\'ed LOO, le~l\'ing apprentices and 
journeymen to live o\'er the shop in the town. Retired army and naval personnel from 
further afield and ladies living on modest private incomes found homes in Ca\'ersham. No 
fewer than three large boarding and day schools were located there: Caversham Ilollse 
Academy for boys was a fugitive from Reading; Ebenezer \Vcst's nonconrormist boys' 
grammar school mm'ed from Chenies. Buckinghamshire to Amersham Ilall; Ilemdean 
Iiollse School for girls was begun in Ca\'ersham.·~~ 

TilE SOCIAL GEOGRAPIIY OF LATE 19TII-CENTURY CAVERSHAM 

AJI the evidence poillls to lhe emergence of small, socially distinct zones in Ca\'ersham well 
before the end of the cenlLlry (Fig. 13). Ca\'ersham Place Park and the high ground near the 
church were middlc·c1ass residential areas (A on Fig. 13), their character confirmed by the 
evidence of the cenSLIS returns and a rate book of 191 1.:l9 The majority of rateable values in 
Grosvenor and Derby Roads ranged rrom £20 to £69 wilh 7 properties fr0111 £60 to £ 136. 1 n 
1881 these hOllses were home to lhe families of a relired naval captain, an estate agent, an 

:\5 Sak' catalogue, [~riant's Farm 1890 (Reading Local Studies Libran J. 
3!i Census enumerators' returns: Ca\'er .... ham lR91 (pR.O., RG 121158). 
37 A. Alexander. Borough GOllfrnmelll ami Polilies: R,(uJmg 1835·/985 (1985). 116. 
~~ fithc award; census enumerators' retmns 1851·91. Francis and Matilda Knigillon. rather and 

daughter. ran Caversham Acadeffi\- and Ilcmclean 1 louse School. 
;\9 C;:t\ersham Rate Book 1911. 
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engineer, ,lll oudiner \\ ilh a shop in Broad Streel. Reading. a \\ine merchant and 3 people 
of independem means. _\11 had sen~tJHS. There was also a Baptist minister who did not. 
"I heir \ illa~ had names suggesti\c of status: Shannon I louse. Lansdown "ilia, Burford 
Hou~e, Broadlands. \\'hen Oyerdale in Derby Road was sold in 1928. it was deso"ibed a~ 
h.",ing drawing. dining. morning and billiard rooms. kitchen, a maid's \\'.C. and bedroom 
plus:l other bedrooms and a bathroom (Fig. 1 I). It:, neighbour, Oakfield, was even grander 
\\ ith 8 bedrooms. a butler's pantn. a cleaning room and a back lobby.-Hl AJI had spacious 
gardens. most of at least half an acre; Ihe 1914 OS map marks only ~l8 propel"lies on an 
eSlate of nearly 30 a. Here as elsewhere at this period. 'o('\c1al semi·detached houses were 
clen'J'l\- buill with facades and common cuning drin!\\3\s suggesting to yisiLOrS Lhat the~ 
wert' approaching more superior detached residences. Significantl}. 100, Derb} and 
(;ros,·enol Roads remained priYale carriageways with entrances do~ed b) gales. Pepp£lI d 
Road and Ilenley Road \\ hich bordered the estate to Ihe eaSl and south respectiveh- ,,·ere 
lj illlil ~lI" in ( hara((er with large suburban yillas occupied b) professionals. people of 
independent means and retired nayal personnel. 

On the \\est of Cayer sham villagc the arca round lhe church \\·as just as exclusiye; rateable 
value~ started <11 £20 bUlmost were abo\c £:\0 and a re\\ "cre oyer £112. The Rectory. the 
«)rme)' manor hOllse, was home in 1891 to Ilcnn Simonds. of the Reading bre,\ ing firm; he 
employed 9 indoor sen·ants including a ladies' maid ~lI1d a page. At \\'aITen House lived the 
estate agent. surye)or and auctioneer. Dnland Ilasiam whose neighbours in the Warren 
included professionals .a nd families wiLh unearned income. All had several senants. Two 
Reading estale agenlS advertised a range of properties in Ca\'ersham ror sale and rent in 
1890 and 1 H91; sadh in no case was a name or precise locmioll given. Among them was a 

Fig.I-t. Dt'lacheci ,ilia: 7 D('rb~ Road. 

411 ")ale c<ilalogue 192M (Re;]ding Local ~(Udie!t l.lhral \). 
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cI(,I~lC.hcd rl'~icll'ncc close LO the"' hame~ "lIh H bedroom.:, and another on high ground \, ilh 
.), both at rent'-. of' j guinea.'!! a week. Stre~~ \\a~ j;·dd on the heautiful yie\\s. good \\,HCI and 
ga~ ..,upph and ea" access to Reading station . . \ detached house ·sLanding high' (oliid be 
botlg-ht 101 £1.000. 11 Though there wrre i",()I~tled . ",upclior ,illas such as Ca\er..,ham Lodge 
Oil io"l'! ground. OS maps 'luggesl that Ihe hou"cs ;lchcrti",ed ,\ollid han' been ",irual('d 
l'lllU:l11(:,1I the church and in or near C~l\er~halll PlilCe Park. 

(;a\(.'1'..,halll abo had "iome less l'xdll~j\l~ middlt'-dils.., enda\e~ (B on Fig. 13). Somc wcn.' 
Oil the hight>1 gnHln<l. "ilreet~ "lIch a", Pril'~1 Ilill \,Ilere ()JlI~ <I Ie" ,ilia ... had been (OI1"itru("((:'<1 

hele)l"e thl' 1 H91 lCIl~lIS but were built lip b) 19 I I; 0\ l'l 7Y (- o( rateable y<llue~ \\ CIT bethel'lI 
[20 ,lIlel £:H) "ith Olll' at tA-R £lnd anotlIc) at £72. III IH~ll ill SOllth \iew', Priest Hill,:) \ ilia", 
w('n.> olcupicd In people ofinciepencit-nl 1TIe<l1lS and i.I Rcading gro(cr, all with t\\'o dOll1e~lil 
"i('n<lnls. Iht.' wcst elld of South \'iew '\\('llIle though Oil lower ground was also built 101 the 
"i<l III l' ... oeial das~: as a llll-c!c'·sac thi~ pari of thl' ..,Ireet enjoyed SOIllC seclusion. 1\\0 \ ill,ls 

hen', n(;'xt door 10 one Ihe\ allc<lch O\\llcd, \\,(;'1(' bought at aUCLion In thc People\ 
IIl\['stl11l'11I COlllpan\ in 189-1. "'illl Ir011l<l1-;"t's 01"25 leet, garden.., 230 fect long,,:> hedroollls. 
hathloOIll, large kitchen and piped \\;HCI Irom Reading \\'ater Slipph tht" t'illh 
cOllllnanded a lent of £2,') a year \, ith rateable..' 'illlll'''i of £:\2 . . \ ..,imilar propert\ "<I'" ollel ed 
at Ihe "i<lI1U' tim(' on Hcmdean Hill and 2 smaJln Ollt'''i on Plle"il Ilill.!:: Like (:a\ersham Plact' 
Pillk ,mel the Warrcn. these streelS had no public- hOllSl'''i or ",hop..,. In the carh 20th rl'ntun 
thL' dl'\elopmenl of C<lH~r"ihalll lleighh \\ a"i along Similar line"i.11 

Fig. 15. ierrace on ea:)l "i,cll' oj Cromwell Road. 

II \II. \\'111. R_ 'ich()la';~ ITg-i)tC:1 oj plOpt'llin \ WIll ,mel \ll· .... I ... J ()H1l'1 Coopt"! &: ~()n~' plOpni\ Ii,l 
IWI! (R(';\{hll~ 1.0(.tl )Iudll'<; Lihlan. R..JY). 

I:! ")<1Ic: l,II,tl0Ktll'" 1m I km<ietlll Ilili. :\ <ll1d I Pllnl 11I1I ,Inri SOLlth \ i('\\ \venue, 1 H9--t ( Rl"Hlin~ 1.1)(.11 
")tLlciln I ihl,II\). 

1'1 LIH'! "hall1 J ki~hh. on hi~h ~I ()und 10 the no! tIH\l· .. t, \\iI' ·pe).tg(·d out" I" William WinK 111 I H9H 
(Cold. op. 01 noll' I:! p. 216). 
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In IH91 ImH'. Illlddic-da~~ and iHli(;j,m tllllllil" of dt'rk,. t'nglllccr'l and tcleglaphi'lL'I 
o(cupiecl hOl1'<.·' in 11t'llldean Road: "'OIHt had J bedroom..,. ~ Icu'plion 1"00111'1, kiLfhell and 
'1l'ulll'n. mO..,lh with raleable \'alue., in 1911 of h<.'t\\"('('n tl2 and U3.; Here and in lhe 
adjan'lll area of Che ... ter Street and (hf(u'd ~Irl'(·t ~111all \illa'l \\CIT built Ileal to (hc~lpt'1. 
,malin hOlI'll'~. often called cOllage'l i.lI1d raLed at onl\ t~ 01 £9. rhe lauer \\cre home to 
I'ctih\<t, mell. \\OIker'l in Reading bi..,cuit and lin lactO! it' ... ,lIlei building tracil' ... men. \li,eci 
.lIea ... of hou ... ing could al.,o be I(HlIld Oil the Uri.llu .... Farm E ... latc \\hert'\rdlel- Road 
(rateable ,-aluc" £9) .Ind \\'a"hinglOll Road (r~ltl'ahlt' \alul'~ til) bOlh led to lhe illort' ... den 
,",outh \'ie\\\\e11ue, ~Iall\ terraces huilt 100\arcl\ lhe lanel end of Ihe (elltun. \\ ht'tht'l 
Icnl1l'd uHlagt's or "illas. con~iMt'd ofbay-windo\\t'd hou.,(· .... wilh lill\ railed garden" al Ihe 
from: on Ihe ... ccludt'(ll·~Late of Cromwell and II<lmpdl'n Road, \\ here rateable \'alul'''' \\l're 
either.110 I(h. Of' tIl l(h., thi ... wa" the lInifolill hou ... e dc ... ign (Fig. I;j). 

there \\tTl' I\\() CJI'C,h \\ hich could be de'l(Tihl'd " ... wOl'king·da ...... \\ here the m<ljorilY of lh(' 
inhabit~lIlt" \\t'n.' w()lker ... in Reading C:lllerpl'i.,e ... <I ... wt'il <I" ... ol11e lrade'llllCIl \\ho plmided 
fOI the (,:'\"enda\ need ... of Ihe growing l'Olllll1llnit\ «( on Fig, 1:~). "rhe ... c "ell' Lo\\el 
CaH'I'lhall1 ... oUlh 01 Go ... brook Road and the lridngle bounded b, '\e\\ Ro.td. {;o ... hrook 
,",tn't'l and Pro"pec! SII-eeL -lerr~Ke ... of cOllage .... \ilning' in ... i/c. \\elt' {he Ilorm. rated <11 £H 
[0 1I0. "lImbcl''1 24 and 26 '\onh ~LICct, bricl.. dnd ... Iatc COllage". ("()Il"i"LCcI of a pa')'1age. 

front ,ming loom, l..itdlcn .... (uller~ ilnd lanici \\ah 3 bedroom ... (~-I) and 2 hcciloo1ll'" (26) 
Ic"p('(tiH' I~ (Fig. Hi), ,\ (cnace of ~ cOllage ... in SL John .... Road t'lldl had a fiunt J()1erOlill 
'wlth dwarfhrick \\"db &: iron railing ...... a bi:l\ \\inclO\\ to lht' front ... itting rOOill Clnd fi\l' 11101(' 

1'()(HlI" plu ... a "mall \\a~h house. (oa(.., and \\·.C, Renh \\ere 6.\, i.t weel.. in 1911.1" Detailed 
plan ... b, .Io"eph \Iorris iOI 6 COllage.., in (~o"brook Road 1(-)1' the People .... Ill\e~11ll1'11I 
CompallY ... Iu)\\ a \er) Similar de'lign (Fig. 17).11> 111 thi" ,1'1 ill other ..,imibr '111'('<:1'1. were Il1l' 

"mall "IH)lh, publit hou ... e!) and chun h sdlOob t) picalJ\ (Hillel in working-cia..,,, an.'<I". 

I III' .\RCIII I ECll IU.OF \'I,rORL\:-' C.WERSII \\1 

In-It/It'd, 

I ht' cnOllllOU ... potential for profit fro111 homing dt'\('lopmelll ill C;;\\er~ham altrftctcd 
aHhill'(h and builders, mainh from Reading: much. po\sihh most. oflhe pri\<lIe and publi( 
building appears from lhe ayailable e\ idl'!l("c to hayc heen canied om b\ 10<':<11 IiI Ill" of 
LIHhilcu., and builders. Some architeo ... wiLh ofTices in Ihe borough built them'ieIH· ... hou"l'''' 
in Ihe grO\\ ing suburb. The llaslam Cllllih ha\ alre'lch been mentioned. Abo promincnl was 
\\-illiam \\'ing, b~ 1888 SlIrye\"or to CmcrslM111 Rur,al Sanitar) .\mhorit\ and conlilluing 10 
act 111 the ... ",me capacilY to lhe Lrban District Coullcii. Iwo Reading architetls panicularh 
;lfti\(' III C~l\ersham were associated with Ihl' People"" In\"(~"tment Compall\. \\'illiam Cah 
'\lill <11 andJo'leph \Ionis. The greaL \ 'jctorian ar(hit(·cl. Allred Waterhouse. had "hI) ... ettled 
ill the Re.lding area. li\ing at FoxhiJl 011 lhe " "hileknighh F ... tate in 1'.<l1Ie\; hi ... I\\'0 plOjnh 
III CaHT~hal11, both for EbeneLer \\'e'ol. were the ht'l' Chul'rh in Cosbrool.. Road (latel 
l..no\\,11 a" the \\'est ~femorial J fall ) in 1 8G~j-() <Ind 11 ... ,,1I(t'~"'0I in Prnspen Strt'('l huilt III 

IH76-7 Y Though he designed sen'ral grand ,"ilia ... in the Reading area. hi" onh clollll· ... tit 

II "',lle f<ltalogue fiJI -16 & 18 Ilemdean RC><ld 1919 (Reading l .ot;!1 ""'ludil''1 i.ibr<tn ); (,,1\('1 '1h.lln R.llt: 
I'\nol.. Hili 

".".1(, catalogues 1933 and I Y 14 (Reading l.ocal ..,tudit· .. l.ihral \ ). 
Ih I mH'lhi .. pholO(,op, from Reading Borough Drainage Rel'C)I"d .. w th" laiC \IT". (.odl,in \1110111 I 

haH: nul bl'l'n able to Il'ace the original~ Iduch min 110\' be .Imong UIl('l101lo!{u(."d It·u)I-d .. ill Ih(-' Iklk,hil(' 
Rewl cI Otlic..e, 

I':' \\ II. Ilo( kin, Fmh II/I"'n nj On't'/,JUlII/ 1-11'1' Ullm" (19:\:.?), 
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bllilding'l in Can'r.,h<lm \\ere 2 cOllage~ al Al1lcr"lh<l1ll I Jail. ~llso for Ebenelt'l "'t·"It. Re.lding 
huilders kn()\, n 10 h,ne ~lIbmillcd \, inning- tt'lukrs lor C~I\('r"lham hOll~cs indude Orion 
,md Child (, \mer,ham lIall School. I H601. Sheppald (6 collage" I H60l, and Kil1lbelil-, 
(hou ... e ill ",l. Peter\ .\\cnue, I RHO). In IH79lencier"l \\t'It' "IlIbmiued b~ a range of Reading 
lradcsmen for Burford HOllse in Dcrb\ Road for Rcnl. Page: George Higg~. a blltklaH'1 
and '1I<1t('1. JII. ~Iargrcll, bell hanger and .... mit h. and \\_c. \loffau. pi limber and painter. I he 
101.11 «ht of all their work was in c:\.tt'''!''1 of U.I 00. 1" COl1lparati\ eh fe\\ house", h"l\c been 
Ill<llthed with their archilects and none ",illl praullioncl"S olll~idc the immediate arca but 
sinn' commi"lsions for "Iuch imponanl publi( \\olb as 111(' Public Libran WCle awarded to 
locall1lcn, it "!C('I11~ unlikel) lha[ Lhe~ \,ollid halt' becn routinclY ousted b) outsider... in 11101"(;' 
mtlJl(Llnt· 1101I"Iing prc~jects.1'1 

Dn_,t'lopu\ and bllildn, 

"'·0111 Ihe L.tYOLH. Lhe tlniformit) 01 plot"! within sllccl.., alld the similar or idemical rateable 
yalue..,. it "ICCIllS in lic\·cral GI'ieS that an area mu..,1 have been laid uut at one lime: thi ... is 
dell101l"1tl"ablt, in stich di,·erse dcveloplllcnt-. <.l.1i C'.l\ersh~lIl1 Place Park, :'\onh Street. 
CnHll\\clI Road and Bri~lIlt's _'\Yelltle among other..,. L nf()fulIl<lteh no evidence ha", beell 
«>LInd to indicate \\lio was rc~pon'iible for the la\otlt:,1) and <;illcc almost all hOll'ie building 
wa" Gl1l ied out piecemeal, property c1en:loperli wcrt' 1l1l1TI{'rous and Illall\ c1inicultlO Joe-alt'. 
Some were 1I1ldoubtedh local men, a fe" of \\ hom It .. " e h(,(:,11 idcntifi(:'d a~ builder ... u'lIalh 
operating on a ..,mall ..,cale. ~Iemion ha.., alrca{h been llIade 01 0,,\ id D. Bulpitt for \\ hOIll 
hou"lc"l wer(' built in Chester ~tIld O .... f()I"d ",lIeCI\; others \\cre ,\fr. S. Hristo\\". \11. (,. 
Sto(k\,cll and ~Ir. Bre\,enon (of i:.mlllcr (.Ieen hlick\\-olk"l) \\ho submiued pl'lIl\ f{H 2 
house" in Coldictltl Street. St.John's Road and South \'ie" \\-enue re..,peniveh in IH91 and 
1 H~l-l.:;1 The, (:mald not have had aCfC"lS to large amount.., or Glpital bUL fould have madc 
'tllflieient profit to invest in future project "I b, doing 11l1l(h of the work Iht'm"elvcs and selling 
the {"(lInpleteri buildings. The fact thaI BlllpiLt "!pread his ill\Cstments O\el' sc\eraJ years 
sug-ge..,ls thal he wa~ unable to cOllfemplate an\thing mure ctmbitiolls. The 1911 rate book 
illdiuHes Ihat mo<o,l of lhe hou'les in C(\\"cnham. as \\'CHlld be cxpeCLed at lhi"l pCI+iod. \\cr(" 
rellled, ~lI1d from oWllcn wilh Ic~~ than 10 propellie~. often with on I} 2 or :S. ben in 
C,l\-ershalll Place Park. onh a third ofthl' hou<o,t·\ hen: oWller+ouupied. I"his wOt1ld .. ugge ... t 
th<lt though \Ol11e building "as f()J" lhe dc\e1oper\ n .·..,idence. the 11laiorit~ \\as "IPCCUbliH' 
building j()l ilne"ltment and inu)lne. 

Larg(>"IGllc de\·eJopmcnts wen: len unusual. Ihe People's l!weslillent Com pam. 
f(>LlIlded b\ an·hiteCls and ~LlneHH·., specific_llh to bu, and de\elop land, wa.., a majOl 
del-eloper though c\·en it did not <."arr~ out "II tltt:' building on its Briam's Farm E..,tatc and 
o\\I1(;'d onh ·Hi propenit'~ in C;l\t'rshalll III 1911. One of it-. rOllnder~. Jo~eph ~I()rn"l. 1"1 

kno\\ 11 10 hen e had a concern for 'better accollllllodation tOI the poor' ;,~ though inH'Sllllcnt 
in propert~ f(H profit "!eems the mOl e likeh rt'a"'O!l f(lI thc (:OIllP<l1l\'S aCli\itie\. The 11<-I"Ilam 

Ix I1l11ldn. ,\iil (IHtiO), 40-t. 696; xxx\iii (il'!l'!O), 113; ''''\11 (I Hi9). 6m). Confirmalion uflhe Rea{lin~ 
IOCliioli I~ from dil e("lorie .... Burford Iioust' i~ giH'1l in Iht' I HH I (t·n .. m a .. the rt:~idt'nu' of Rl'\ d I hOlli." 
Collin Page. I~;tpti,t l1Iini~ler. 

1'1 1 ht: architect of the Libran, \\'.G. Lewlon, \\<1" linn).; in (:.In·nham ,II Ihe lime (;old, up. til. nolt:" 
12, p. I II.}). '\0 plact' oj" residence of archil cos i .. gl\cn in 1.IKai BU"lrd of Il t'ahh tlnd L rb.lll D ... lrict (:OUIl( II 
minlll~"; ,hi" ha~ been a~n:nained from other 10(<11 n-uI.d'l .. n It 10; pm')ible Ihal olll"ldl'r!! eXI"led bill haH' 
nOI I}t:"('"n Iratt'd. 

',n \n exception I') C;J\·er\ham Ileight!! ('>t't' note I:~). J hi" .1I·e.I, .. Iill Illwmplt'lt.'h deH~I()pt'd in 191 J, h." 
not i>c:en di"'-u~ .. ed in 11m anicle . 

• 1 (..1\t'I"h;.t1ll Lexal ROdrd of HealLh minuft· ... \pl. IH~II, \ug. IH91 <llId \ug. lH91. 
,:1 Cold. op. tit. note 12, p. III'. 
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hI-{ I ~. '-;emi.t!et.H.·hed ,iIlas: 9·11 South \·ie\\ .\\elllu.'. Red hi 1(1.. \'1111 diamond-panel ned gable" in (lealll 
.\I"(hil(,I1\ ; ".C. \!illa!" 8.: "t. Lox, 1901 

I'I~. 19. 13-21 "·ashinglOll Road. Rl·d blicL.. ",ith neam edgings and diamond paltt'll1s. 



( \ \ .. ){ ... II \ \J I ~I 0 10 1 q I I III 

l~lmil\ OW ned b\ fal the largest 11umbcJ of hou')e."I i 11 ( .<1\ el')ham In 1911, "ith a total of 7 j 
pl()pcrue~ Oil the Westfield i:.slale and a(lj~lCeJ1l roads. 1 he (amih finn had submitted thc 
plans for the de\elopmenr of the e~tate in HHll f()l Fbene/er \\'e~l, long retired fro111 
.\mcrsham Iiall. ')il1ce he died the following \(~~Ir \\hen de\(~loPJllem \\as bare!\ begull. it i .. 
pos.,ible thaI ~Iessr~. Ila~lam wok it mer and completed il. 

Buildillg Infll1'17flb. III ClJl11'ntuan tWIl\f\ 

\\'hatc\cr the status 01 the house~. all wcn: hri<.k-buih. Reading brickworks. especialh 
Colliers. manufaClUI"ed \ery high qualit\ rcd and gle\-f~lCcd brkks. and lerracOlla kH 
mouldings and finials , all of which were used In produce the characteriMic pallerned-brid.. 
hOllses of t he Reading area.'>·~ Ca,"er~ham \\<1.., 110 exception though its buildings do 110( h • .I\'c 
ljuite the e>..uberance to be found on some facades within the borough. rhe Ill(u()rit~ of the 
houscs arc of red brick with cream.., OJ" gn', s used 10 crcate patterns. Some SlIeelS di"'pltn 
different colour ... and st~ les uf decoration 011 neighbouring or nearb~ hOllse~. dictated b\ tht.' 
prefercllces ofarchilcn or client: in South Vicw .\\-clllle onc pair of red-brick semi-deti:lChed 
,-illas (numbers 1 and :~) has bands of greys. \\hile another (numbers 9 and 11) has di~lpel 
designs in (Team on the gables and red finials along the length of the roof (Fig. 18). Red 
brick with a more extensi\"e u .. e of nC;:lm to define windows and doorwa\'s is a fealllie of a 
tcrrace on the "cst side of \\'ashinglOll Road , \\herea~ on the gre\--brick hOllses opposite, 
reds perform a similar role (Fig. 19). Oc(oratiol1 \\as (,(Hltinlled on to the end wall of a fc\\ 
end-of-terrace houses, such as one ill Short ~treet "hich has a series of chequered bands. 

~10'i1 culesiastical buildings were brick built: \\'atcrhousc predinably used red and gre, 
brick for his Free Church in Gosbronk Street, described as a Gothic building wilh '(I high 

Fig. 20. Mt'lhodi"t Chapel. Ardler Road, designed b) Joseph \Ioni ... Fig. 21. SI. Juhn's Churlh, 
GO'ibrook Road, dt".igned In 

1:.. \\'. Warrell. 

Yt J \. \\-igill . Patlen/\ in Bnrh: lilt maklllg alld /lll· 0/ bruk 11/ Rl'(ulUl~ (t.·xh ihuiun catalogue. IkMimg 
19ii ). 



() I I .... 

rouf banded in tile ... of diflt-rel11 teMure",' (Fig. 6); '" ~Iorris preferred cream SlOne windows 
if)! hi ... rcd·hnck \It'thodist Chapel in _\rdkr Road (Fig. 20). E.\\'. \ranen unique" in 
(:a\eISII<l111 It'llllned (0 L1le mine Iraditi(lIlal flint and B~lth SLOne fOJ S1. John the Hapl1st 
(:hUl (h in Co ... hrook Road (Fig. ~ I). 

I In. ('O,\~fQll\CFS OF FXI'\\SIO\ 

h ,\t'll .1'" \\()I'k ollbidt, Ihe gTo\' ing ..,ubmb, t'\.pan"ion broughl I1H.Tea ... ed joh and 
«lllllllCH'ial ()PI)(lr! unit ie .. '\ illl in I he Yillag-e: sun (,"'''il\ (' CCIl"ill ... es sho" inc:re~hlllg n ulllbel"i of 
C,l\t'r"hillll lIlen and \\omen .1'1 nafhlllcll. building , .... olker"i, suppliers of 1()oct...llIlls and 
dOlllc'Ilic 'ILT\alll .... I he large population WitS "I'm able to support it wide range ofreLail shops 
COI1('(.'I1II<lted ill Bridge StlTet, Churrh Strecl ilild Prospcct Street which b~ the 18XO .... 
I(' ... elllhied thc (entre of <l Smalll()\\n. U, IXHI lladilional (raltslllen ... lIch a ... shot'lnakn'i, 
LIiTilT". bakel'i and butchels wcre joined 1)\ Ilori'lt"'. <I photo~rapher and a Co·opl'ral1\c 
SIOle. the fir'it 'c' hain ... LOre'. in Pro~peu SlIeet. )11lith\ Rmt/iuK Din'rlOI) 0/ 1888 dC~LTibl'd 
tlu.' Ill'" h huilt ' Policc Sial ion and Sl'~~ion~ Ilou ... c.:· \\ illl <ltu)!llmodation for an inSpC(iOl and 
.1 «()n~t~lhle pili'" 1\\0 (db, The ".1ItH: direuol\ III 1901 reft:ln~d to '-I retail drapel <lnd 
shoc"hop, ,,('\cral ncwsagenb, "'I,nionels and a 'toilet saloon'. I he de\elopme11l of the 
I hame'i f()J rene'llion allraoed hOlt'l", bo.11 proprietors and a prOVider of 'din ner" , s(hool 
Ill'ah. ~tt"llll tllll1ch panics, picnic'l CIC', 10 e.'ltt'!' Ii)l- Ihe spiritual needs of the L:lrge 
population of L()\\ t'l C-ner"htllll a ne', pilli"h, (olllplete \\ith church and 'Ichool, \\as canc.'d 
out of the rcmains of the an(-ic11I pali ... h of SI. Pell'1' in I H~X (St. John in Kidmore l:.Iul haling 
b(Tn funllcd frolllil in IH54 ): a J\lethodi"'l Chapel foll(}\\ed in IH98 and a Roman CaLholic 
Churlh 1\(;,,11" lateL In 1906-7 i.1 Public Libral\ \\il .... bllilt in Ihe main street 10 a desig"1l b, 
a CiI\l'J"'ih~11ll tllchitl'Cl. \\'illiam (;, Lewton , on land donatl'C1 b~ ~1r. Bulli,ant Williams, III 
Inll Ihnt' \\.t'i c.:'n.'n an I:.lcnric I hcatre. J\(osl telling in \ie" of Ihe inneased population 
\\'''''1 Ihl' Ilt,tcssit, Lo la, out a Cc..'lllcter~ ill Ilemcie<ln Road in ISH 1-3. 

PopUlalioJl llnd houliing increa..-.e did mll(.: h to ensllre Ihal Ihe cemeten wa~ needed. In 
Ihl' uno~. publi( health ploblem~ in Can'lsham on.: lIpicd Ihe grcater part oflhl' minutes 01 
thc (knle, Rllral ":I<--IniLiln ,\uthoJ'in alld thl' rl'pol'ls 01 01. Child. if:.. ~ledical OfTiU.'1 01 
Ileahh , III IXiG he wa'i (OIltcrned about the 'Ill'\\ hou~el\ [\\hich] are spring-illl-{ lip in all 
dllt'(tIOIlS' \\ hl'll the aUlllOrit ~ had no b) l'i<-l \\ ... I () (0 111 rol de\elopment. U, Fel)luan I Hi7 11(' 
\\<-IS complaining theIL 'this phlCl' i ... getting (OlllillUalh \\OI"C .. , a'i it i'i in fact an ollt",kirl of 
thl" 10\\ 11 of R(,llding. ('xanh the 'iallle crror'i an: being committed there as in the ca ... e of lhe 
"t1blllb'l of ollicr LOwn~ - as for in'il<lnCe Oxford', ,\mong the problems he reponed \\("1"(' 

()\t'dlo\\ing- (t'''''ipitli and soil 'sodden \\ ith filth' in Clilton 1~ITace \\ here the OCCllPi.lllll\ kc.'pt 
large Jlumber ... of pigl\ and potllll~. Watt'l \\<1" 'iupplil'd fro111 pumps 01 "cll'i in dose 
1)I()\.illlit\. In 'iulh ",ituation ... , outbreaks of typhoid "l"n~ incyilable and frequent."'-' B~ IX91 
La\'('rshilm\ n("t'ch \H'I e "'0 difT~rent frolll Ihose of the.' Il enIe\ L nion and SaniL,U\ Distrin 
thell it \)c(ame a local authoril~ in ih o\\n nght. lil ... t a L(Ki:li Board of Health III IX91 alld 
thcn an L rb<ln District Council aftl'lthl' Loral ('OHTJl1l1t'1ll\t1 or 189-1.~'h 

\." <I 10('a1 board of health iL took O\cr r('~p()n ... ihililie ... lUI public- health and lown planning": 
addili(lllall, in IH95 as <In urban di"llill II ~lIp('ni~l'd the CClllcLen, rhe alhicH'IlH:'llb of 

I II,(~_ \lllohl.ll/tll/uw~/(I/Jtf"(tlllll1llll/ldlll1!. (1~li6).1 
Ilt:nll"' POOl lall Board of (;lIal'di,llI~ \I;!' dn I,ll t.'d .t ){ . ..., \ •• , .. I t:<,uh of lhe l)uiJlit I I ('<lit h _\u I Hi:!. 

It, It'(OI'eI, ,Ill' III Iht' (t.·nllt' fill (hfunlshil(.' "llIdil." (\Iimltl" ISi:!·H Henlt'\ R.De. J i I. pp. 20!'( II), 
,Ii Rt,( IInl, of (.'Hel",ham !.(Kill Hoard oj Ilt-alth ( I S~ll· i) .lIld l-.han Di ... 11 in Council (I SY5 OII\\.II(\"') 

,lit' III lilt" Bt.·,k,hirl' RC(lnel Office. 
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both oq,.{~tIli"'<llion'l \\ere ... ignificant: impon<1T1l strcet~ were renamed and filled "ilh 
cnamelled iron name plale~ fot easier rc«)gnition b\ posllnell and uthel s. some \\crt: 
'1uppltcd with kctb\ and a few ga~ lamp~, graH.'lIcd and lepl in reasonable repair. L"iing- their 
po\\el'l to (ontrol nc" street li.l\out .mel h()\I~c building. the~ insi~ted on "ide roads. 
(onf{)(-mll~ \\ith building regulations ~lIld <ldeqll~llc di\tance between cesspits and \\atel 
\lIpplit.'~. ~'7 Critical repolls h·om lhe ~Icdical OfTi("(.' r of IlealLh and In ... pector of :\lIi"lant.e~ 
resulted in order'! to owners of properties 10 illlprO\c.:' ..,c\\age disposal and provide good 
"atcI .,upplie.,. 

C;-I\crsham\ problem "'a~ that. despite se\eral aLLcmpt, to bm 1~lI1d from ,\1r. Crawslla\ 
fur the purpose, it did not ha\e it~ 0\\11 \c\\crage \\011 ... until expansion was \er~ well 
achan(ed. Sugge!<aions in IH93 that Reading ~holiid ti:lke Ca,-c rsham'~ sewage were rejeCled 
by the borough which was spending a huge proportion 01 ih rail' income on it ... pia III al 
\\'hitlc,. Ca\cr..,harn acquired a drainage st.hc11le alld sewerage works in 1896 blll.\JeX<1l1del 
"iuggests it was 'IInder ~ome strain from the increa"lcd population' within I () year .... iXor (ould 
Ca'-crsham ..,upph piped watcr: whcllc,·er a ... upph \\<IS condemned. the owner was ordered 
to conneo thc house {O }·{eading \fater Supply. Esen the gas for the street lamp~ and the 
house.., came from the other side of the ri\el'. C(\\'(:l..,ham was 10 all illlents and puq)(hC ... a 
sublll b of Reading b) the early 20th centun if not before, and, as a Reading alderman said 
in 190M, 'C<I\ersham has the resource ... ofa \illage and the requirements ofa to\\n·. We bene 
seen that man, of it~ inhabitants worked in the borough; the\ also found entenainment in 
its the'Hrc~ and clubs and some oftheir children attended one of its Board schoob jll~t mel 
the bridge. In }90:~ ~111 electric tram ran Ii'om the south 'Iiclc of C.nersham Bridge into 
Reading, dra\\ing the two communitie~ c1osc! IOgether. E\en members of the Lrban Oi\trio 
Council. half of whom worked in Reading .... efmed to assullle that the two authorities would 
amalgamate .. ,~ 

rhe borough had already in 1887 absorbed the built up areas of two parishes on its 
border.." Earley <1I1e1 Tilehurst, alld \\a., sunering (i·om 'eanh hunger' again by 1908. 
Reading argucd that it was anomalous to h'I\'e separalc loral go\'ernment authorities within 
such a small geographical area, and that it alread) prm·idcd education, "'i:ller and on 
occasion'! a firc sen-ice u~cd b)' 'lome C:nershalll rcsidelll'" and could pro\ide other~ such .h 

police and hospital., morc effectiH'I} than the dbtant Oxfordshirc Count) Council. Billcr 
and pi Olrancd oppo ... ition from Ca\'er~haJ1) L .i).C. and O,f(H'dshire ended in 191 I \\ hen a 
bill (onfirming the inu)rporation pa~~ed bOlh the Commons and the Lords. Reading 
undertook to widen or reconstrun CaH·r..,halll Bridge, which it did in 1926. and lO build a 
leplaccmclll fuolbridge f()r the Clapper~, a promi)c which ended in the IlIlich grander 
Reacling Bridge in 1923. The Cra\\sh.n l:.~l<lll' rClIIained in Oxfordshire, some of il to cntcr 
the borough in 1977. For the rest, as \\ ith \ illagcs 011 the border., of other to"'I1~ slich a\ 
Oxford and Banhtll-). Ca,ersham became an integrated \uburb rather than a suburban 
yill.age. 

B~ 191 I in the p<lrt of Ca\ersham transferred to Reading much of the landscape depicted 
in Ihe lilhe map had disappeared. though the ba"iic ~lrllClure of the old streetS anel lanes 
lemained. Can:lsham Street (renamcd Churdl Slreet), Church Road, Gosbrook Street (lnd 
Prospect Street. Ilemdcan Road and Prie~t I Ii II Road fc)lIowed the lines of ancient tracks. 
Some of the new roads, notably \\'estfield Road, Soulh View .\\enul' and Briant's rhellUC 
followed field boundaries as did the back lane to Piggolts Road, thus preserving ~ome 

~,i \tlllllle~ oj Li\er!)ham L.B.H IH9-1-7 (B.R,Q.. L n (\' c \1 I) : mlllUle, of (.a\er~hd.1I1 l D.c:. 
I X9.;·J9JJ (B R_O., l J) (. \ CA 1'2-9) pal"im . 

• ~)o\ \Ic: ... andc::r. op, Ol. nOlt' :\7. pp. 9 I. 106. 1 h<.' i.lU.:OUIlI oj CIH'I ,hi.lIu\ incorporalion in(() Rc.tding I~ 
ba\cd on AI(''\.andt'r. pp. IOi-9, 11-1-2 -1. 
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.,keletal remain.., of lhe anciem landsGlpc. Street name ... - Westfield Road. Hemdean Road 
and Balmore DriH' - recalled former fiekb: utliel., !)ulh ~l'" .\!tll Road were reminder"! or 
topographical fe:uures. Donlin Hill "as named fOf (,eorge Donlin who had owned :~~lO ~1. 
III the arca 111 18-1-1 and Briam's .heTlllc for the ronner ()\\Tler of Brialll's Farm. These: fe\\ 
leminders were small sops to the llIemon of a large!) 10SI rural environmenl. Ilo\\c\el the 
end of its .,hOIl, indcpendclll existcnce did not rob CaH'r..,ham of iLS icicntin enuleh. 
Although part ufLhe borough for almosl a cenlllr). and \en ob\iousl~ one of its incrca ... ingh 
buill lip "tuburb"l. it has retained somclhing of a \illage atmosphere which makes it. de"lpiLc 
ih ltafTif problem"!, a place to "isit ... ,ill with ",ome plea"lurc:. 

rill' )ocid) j, gmti'jl/lto the Gn'ellillf~ J ,ambom hwl/or a gm lit tOW(I1r/.\ lilt' /Jublication of/hi, j)(I/Jl'I: 


