
CADRA
A strong voice 
for Caversham

What is CADRA?

The Caversham and District Residents’ Association 
is long-established as an effective and respected 
voice for the community north of the river. Our 
aim is to…

 

We are non-political and work closely with 
Reading Council, the Police and other services on 
issues which affect our community, including:

planning applications and policy  ●
conservation areas and listed   ●
buildings across Reading
traffic and Transport Strategy ●
licensing, including Reading Festival  ●
protecting parks and open spaces   ●
and the riverside
environmental concerns  ●
nurturing our local heritage  ●
burglary and other crime. ●

Become a member 

We always welcome new members. Some join 
to get actively involved in our work; others as a 
useful way of keeping informed. Either way, you 
will demonstrate your support for CADRA and  
for Caversham.

Please join and give your support –  
together, we make a real difference!

www.cadra.org.ukwww.cadra.org.ukwww.cadra.org.uk

I would like to join CADRA!

Name(s) ..............................................................................

...............................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................

...............................................................................................

Telephone ..........................................................................

Email address(es) (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

I agree to the newsletter and other correspondence 
on local issues being sent to the email address(es)
above.

I understand that my details will be used only by 
CADRA, will be held on a computer database and 
will not be passed on to any other organisation.

Signature ............................................................................

Date .....................................................................................

Please ensure you have ticked one of the payment 
options overleaf, then send this form to:

CADRA Membership Secretary
53 Nire Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 5LT

... preserve and enhance  
the quality of life in Caversham  
and the surrounding District.

... a great place to live

http://www.cadra.org.uk/
http://www.cadra.org.uk/
http://www.cadra.org.uk/


After a year with no open meetings or talks, we are 

delighted to welcome John Painter to illustrate and 

explain the overlapping histories of Reading Abbey and 

Reading Gaol. Important sections of the Abbey lie beneath 

the Gaol, and the development of the Gaol was in turn 

infl uenced by the Abbey. And of course, we all wait with 

interest to know more about the future of the Gaol.

Although we can anticipate some easing of restrictions, 

the talk will be held online. Register for free through 

Eventbrite at https://tinyurl.com/c4xjusb2 to be sent an 

access link.
The formal business of the AGM is being managed 

separately, as in 2020, and all members have been 

contacted by email or letter.

After 36 years working at Reading Borough Council, 

John Painter was keen to support the council’s eff orts to 

consolidate the Abbey Ruins and get them re-opened to the 

public access. He has been active with Friends of Reading 

Abbey for ten years. In this time, he has given a range 

of talks and co-authored Reading Abbey and the Abbey 

Quarter, published by Two Rivers Press. He is also involved 

with Reading Male Voice Choir, who will celebrate 50 years 

with a concert on 2 July.

In 2016, Reading Gaol was open to visitors through the 

Artangel project ‘Inside: Artists and Writers in Reading 

Prison’. The wonderful photographs taken during this time 

by Matt Emmett (Forgotten Heritage) will feature in John 

Painter’s presentation.

The 900th anniversary of the foundation of the Abbey 

on 18 June 2021 is especially important for Reading, and 

there is a growing list of events. The fl agship celebration 

will be Water Fest on Saturday 19 June. Tickets are free 

but you must book your entry time in advance at https://

whatsonreading.com/waterfest900. You will fi nd 

a range of other links at the Friends’ website www.

readingabbey.org.uk.   Helen Lambert
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 Reading Abbey and Reading Gaol

Banking – Nationwide

Sadly, the last banking facility in Caversham closed on 22 

April. CADRA was in correspondence with Senior Managers 

at Nationwide and attended a meeting convened by Matt 

Rodda, MP who is now exploring other options for some 

form of local service.

We have compiled a list of local ATMs you may fi nd 

helpful: www.cadra.org.uk/uploads/wysiwyg_editor/

fi les/news/ATM%20list.pdf.

The results of a number of current Community Access to 

Cash Pilots elsewhere may yield viable solutions, including 

‘Bank Hubs’, that could, in time, be implemented locally: 

https://communityaccesstocashpilots.org. 

 Tuesday 22 June 2021, 7.30pm

Reading Abbey and Reading Gaol

Speaker: John Painter, Friends of Reading Abbey

Online event – register at Eventbrite: tinyurl.com/c4xjusb2

Photograph: Matt Emmett, Forgotten Heritage, www.forgottenheritage.co.uk

 Climate for Electric Cars
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A re you debating whether, when and how to change to an electric car? What are the benefi ts and challenges for you and for the energy industry? Is an electric vehicle really greener? And how does this fi t in to all the national issues relating to energy supply?
Phil Coker, lecturer and member of the University of Reading Energy and Environmental Engineering Research Group, is examining the variability of renewable energy supplies and the challenges in moving towards a low carbon energy system. This includes demand response, energy storage, vehicle-to-grid and hydrogen applications and a series of projects helping the National Grid adapt to the expansion of renewable generation. His research draws on his earlier 15-year career in the UK gas industry.Anthony Simpson works in Renewable Energy and Sustainability 

including the grid integration of electric vehicles with a company listed in the Sunday Times greenest companies. Together, they will address these complex questions. The event 

ONLINE TALK ON

The Climate for Electric Cars
Phil Coker, University of Readingand Anthony Simpson, Renewable Energy and Sustainability specialistWednesday 10 November 2021

7.30pm
Register at Eventbritetinyurl.com/4vsmsre2 

will be held online on Zoom, and you will need to register at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-climate-for-electric-cars-tickets-177978146427.
Helen Lambert

In the last newsletter (https://bit.ly/CADRA_Spring21) we set out the new 
local ward boundaries with three new wards, each with three councillors, as well 
as a new ward spanning the River Thames. The next local elections in May 2022 
will require the election of all three councillors in every ward.Following the passing of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act in December 
2020, the Boundary Commission began a new review of all Parliamentary 
constituencies in England, to be reported by 1 July 2023. Initial proposals 
were issued in June, showing a new Reading BC constituency that includes 
most of Reading, but with Whitley falling within Earley and Woodley BC. This 
would be a signifi cant change to the two current constituencies of Reading 
East and Reading West. The initial consultation closed in August (https://
boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review).

  Boundary changesHave you ever wondered what happens to all the items in your red bin? RE3 (https://re3.fccenvironment.co.uk and www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdHvR4p8RlM) explains the sorting of recycleable materials at the Material Recycling Facility in Reading. Plastic is sorted on a series of conveyor belts, baled and sent to UK plastic recycling facilities. It is now supported by a new AI-powered waste-picking robot, Recycleye Robotics, the fi rst in this country, which can identify, pick and place materials at a rate of 55 successful picks per minute. In 2020/21, less than 10% of household waste from RE3 was sent to landfi ll.

 Recycling

 Caversham Library
Caversham Library is back to full opening hours: Tuesday & Friday 9am–5pm, 
Thursday 1–7pm, Saturday 10am -3pm

www.cadra.org.uk

Working together

By keeping in touch with other local associations 
and with our members across all areas north of 
the river, we have our ear to the ground and keep 
up to date with local concerns and ideas. 

We engender informed and constructive dialogue 
on the important issues that affect Caversham, 
and we seek to influence policy and decisions. The 
quality of CADRA’s contributions on local issues 
has earned respect and can have a real impact on 
what happens in the area.

By joining CADRA, you can make a difference to 
Caversham – it is only with membership support 
that we can…

drive forward important local projects ●
be a strong, coherent and respected voice for  ●
Caversham and
demonstrate that CADRA represents a  ●
significant number and broad cross-section of 
local people. 

We are always pleased to hear from members 
about issues of concern – contact us at info@
cadra.org.uk.

Keeping you informed

Our website has lots of information on current 
local issues and local history, with easy links to 
official sites, and a Facebook page on which we 
post topical news. We also write columns for the 
Caversham Bridge newspaper. 

Our members receive additional information from 
CADRA: 

two newsletters a year (by email or post)  ●
a monthly update on local issues   ●
regular open meetings on topical subjects ●
the opportunity to become actively involved in  ●
CADRA as a strong voice for the community 
north of the river.

Join CADRA now!

The annual subscription is £3 per household.

If you would like to join CADRA,

either

go to www.cadra.org.uk and select ‘Join Us’. You 
can pay online by card or PayPal, or set up a bank 
transfer (an annual bank transfer saves you time 
and keeps our costs low). 

or 

tick one of the payment options below and delete 
as necessary:

□ bank transfer – please send account details
□ £3  for 1 year – cash/cheque payable to CADRA 
□ £9 for 3 years – cash/cheque payable to CADRA 

then complete the form overleaf and send to:

CADRA Membership Secretary
53 Nire Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 5LT

The Caversham Sign in St Martin’s Precinct, Church Street:  
designed, commissioned and restored by CADRA info@cadra.org.uk
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